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“"Well, Pompay, that's all right !” ssid Brad-
ford, while be mwardly th-ught, “This fallow
must not retarn to Coanliffe Hall, yer awhile or I
| am lost! 1'll see whether he kzows ma’

“Pympey, do you know who Iam ? if you be-
tray me you die!”

“Dus chile know bit'er don to do dat, Masss
Beadford.”

“Bradford, ba! you do recognize me?”

{Emow you! why in corse I does, 1 keow'd
yor when you first halled me; bmt what do yon
want ”

“"Wall, wo must got to a safe plase, before I
tall you that.”

“EL 1 know dat, whar shill we go?”

“Pompey, I'll tall you of & safe place,” sail
the other, after & pause, in which he had revolv-
od over in his mind, all the sccare hiding placen
surrounding the vidage.

“The old baunted houss sbove here.”

“De hanted house! Ki, dis mgga scart to def
ot de thort ob gwine thar.”

*‘Pabaw [ there ain't nothing there."

Bradfiri koew If be could vnes get the negro
wiihia ite wa ls, he would be safe, for & natural
dread was man fested of it, ard nons would sus-
pock of a slave's being there, should & search Le
made for him,

“How do you know dat; that thar sin't auflin
thar ?" .

“Well, I don't think there i»,” stammerod the
other; “it's the only safe place you can reach,
Pompey—they won't search for you there.”

“Why, ean't you do t, Peshpey 1" -
“Me! Madodat!" yelled the Meve.
"I!-In.ya- biack dovfl, you will alarm the

wisss; Pompey never do
uum.."....u.i..u..m for
gl again I

b

“Why, Pompey, you would ba & heto," fe-
N the other, playing upon the- m
muruumm wr
#Yon would be svenglag nu Muiters
death "

TLe nagro stood llmuutu-o-', ond
then asked :
# Jsdat so "

“ Why, sint it, Pompey Mhm
desarve to die? You will show your love Sor the
dead.” i
“Well, well! &s éhlle mai’ iink ‘bout det.~
* Thinking takes all the cournge out of a nan,
lompay, and 1 know you would net 1ike to have
me think you had none. 1 should have a very
poor opinlon of your master, to think he would
have snch a chieken-beartod nigger around him 1"
Ttls bad the deslred offoct, it aroused the van-
ity of the negro, and be ylelled readfly to the
wishes of Dradford ; the latter eould scaroely
repress a low ebuckls at his succoss.

““How and when shill T do de ting masea 1™

“Wiy, Fomp, tha's easy enough, is that
kriife of yours sharp P*

“Golly | better mot try It."

‘' Wel, then you can dodge his footsteps, he
often tnkes & walk at night, e ring upon him
when ba geta In some retired place, and plange
your keife In his hoar:, the very spo: whem the
villian planted his 1"

Bradford Gelt that ks ha!done well, that his
last remar k gou'd not have beon bettered ;' the
figure wi‘hout the door was stricken mot lo.lou
with w;fc

he wisteh oot tinued :

"A.h.r vu have dome the deed Ay to the plee=,
heto you sature, and I will soon ald ypu to
eseapo from Lhe State, To sell you where your
tongae wil: ‘be kept silent, [ warrant!" he edded

finwardly.
“How soom shal! [ do it, Massa P"
4143 soon @ possible. In the meantime, while

you are bere, | will provije you with enough to
sat, and soe that you do not want anything,”
G right, Marsa,”

“Now I'ompey, I can rely on you !"

“ Yeor, marsa, sure as dol! 1'll pever betray
you; cos, il T do, I 'spect I shill be put In de
brimatone, whar de debll dance ot de fryin pan,
an wips up poor miggers wid a pleehfork, red
bot "

“Of courss you will, If you don't do your
duty and rid the world of such & wretch as the
one who murdared his brother ; and pow I must
g0 Keep close, Pompay, untll night; then,
whean you go abroad, be cautions, when you do
a thing, do it clevesly, not like a bangler.” The
slave here began to assest his abilithes, but Brad-
ford stopped him, and continned,

“1f you hear the nolse of & search for you, do
not be afraid, I wili divert suspicion from th's
place; and now, good night.”

‘Gocd night, Mases.”

The unknewn drew back from the sntranee,
as Dradford approachied the door, and as the for-
mer stols from the bmiding, he erept after him,
kesjing closely in the shade, untll they ware at
tome distance from the houss.

Twadford was walkiag on, hils eyes fixed _a-
rectly before him, for bis fears troubled him.
He shuddered In spite of his effurts to be ealos

and to preceed foarlessly on hls way, but be

“Sure ob dat, Massa "

“Why, yes, sverybody thinks there is & ghost
there, but I don's balieve it."”

The villsin was compe'led to use all his per
sussive powers, to induce the negra 1o go; but
ot last he consented, and creeping along through
the urderbrusn, which lined the sides of theroad,
which lad to i, they both reached the desertod
outrance. Lradfu.d sas 2 stort dis.ance lelind,
but guickenlng Lis pace, Loy both entercd to-

wother, 1he binck with slow steps, peering foar
fully around,  od Deotlond s nvng L) assume a
bold demesncr, aod orave a5 wer, bat vever:he-
Teew, there was Lositvaury 10 s wauner, sud le
tremb ot 8L the lesst &

How rany tu b cowardly sernes does night

cover, how many rcees, acd doeds ofgaint ! 1o

mutderer snops i bo thrved of fs, whan the night

Bangs hoavy wroand; the cour ecau parad & nor
round under ¢iver of the o i the liber ine
pursues his gime uni o 3 Wb Wbl s pronds
bis snare; tho evicide (renenes Lo spuk of 8
wretched exlstence, Lo rsawb'ur lares his vietim
on to destruction, all, a lin the rhadow of the
night, which the pa ¢ woon aud glesming s ars,
shorp ow, 'n their co!d beau'y, aud tbe goud
angels soar sad'y besvenward, folded in euch
others d¥fhs, with oyes velled jo tears, at the
tin snd erime Lhey arv unable to prevent.

*Tis st uight the evii fiends whisper insiduous-
1y, in the esrs of the etornally damaed, luring
them oo, 1o add one more link to the chain of
oflitoe, which binds thew Lo everlasting desth,

Lirsdford and the negro had carcely enterad
the bouse, when ansther tall figure stepped from
the shrubbery, nod passed nolselessly in st the
asme do r, nod a soucd wuooarced WS presence
be foliowed 1he o her two, saw them ooter lh..
lower pom, aud piaced biosa [ in an obscure
placr, where be could hoar Lbelr words distine -
LA

Bosdford e;oke drst,

“Pomper, o ce more, you sweir never to b
tray uel’

‘1 swesr massa.”

“Well, then, to business. Do you know whare
young Harry Cianlitfe is s*aying #*

“Nas, Lo staye at the inn thar, long wid de
Cunrel.”’

«« + Mced! pow I'ompey, you know your master
~ dicd yery sulidenly, was found dead with a woand
in the beart i

*Yeo, I know da*, an for dat reason, I'se
£wine Lo 'seapo—‘fraid Misse Cranliffe sell dis
oiges, axd dis ohille respec’ his oder M aise too
Mhhldﬁéewn 8 "

Snas ;,*NP g0 you Wink ihe intends to sell the

ves i " .
'h‘ !" 'fra'd she will sum day, so 1
.du-r
. tbtllt. 'Well, you say Harry Cran.
shslaa—d>you koow in which room

# e Wlvept P
#] dunno dat.”

' ;_ dm’._m.mr,un straidof.” Brad-
-

arknes
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tilont for some time, when be agaln

#4 your master ?

ppicien that bo might have bal o
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what dat you mean to say 7 young
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sccretly determined, should he mest any obeta-
c's, to pam on resolutely, without finching, or
alowing blmself to be overcome with fight ;
but he overra'ed his powers ; ho had
scarcely procecded o dozen steps, afiar
maklog this resolve, wher adark form sprang
noisclessly up in his path, and commanded bim,
In a sepulehral tone, to pause. There was mo
person near to witness thy sccne, s the howr
waa late, ard tho vilage was quiel and lonely.
It was in tle mosat solitary part; belog not very
thickly selided, the houses stood sowe little
distance from each otler, in many placcs, As

Deadford jorecived the intervopuion, his resolu-
tion vani:hed, and e cbeyed the exmmand, un-
willingly it must be coufessad, but & strange
magmetism glued Lis feot to the greund,

wNe'son Bradford," hissed the ollier, * Find
my murdercr ! think you to esespe me ¢"

Weile the pectre uad been speakiog, Brad-
ford summored up the little s ark of cournge
flutteriog Uu Lis bocom, and oxclaimed—

“Am [ eve to bo thus to.mented?  Qut of
my path, demon «fhell!  Why do you pursue
met Away "

The other laughed hollow, and moekicgly
sald—

“Why demon of hel? why?—-why?

yon, assassia, why ?"
Andd grasjing Dradford’s shoulder, with »
cold, bos y bawd, the apperition drew from be
neath its cloak the white oloth, and waved it close
to h's countenance, The wrotch sank to the
ground, deprived ofhis semses, his features eold
and marble like, and the shadowy figare, {urn-
Ing away, mu'tered —

1 wonder if (ko night air can barm such v
flend, Youf tine liss not come yet, though,
aceursed morta), not yet ' srd like the mist of
evenlng disperscd by the wiads, it was gone,

Bome hours elajced bufore Nalson rec:verod,

and staggering to his foet, he stood motionless
for a moment, and then flod as fast as be eounld,
‘When orce again la his own room, be cursed and
gnashed his testh wildly, for the paln of his
stiffened limbs was almost unendurable. Beiug
very cold, he hurrled!y undressed, and bastened
to bed to try to sleep.
The hours of slumber were franght with fear-
ful dreams, from which he would start, to find
himself upright in his couch, with the cold beads
of sweat pouring from his brow. With mornlng
Lis ecnfidence ia his own powers was agaia some .
what restored.

Mcanwhile the runaway slave in the reputed
haunted house was emoriog eoundly; when
Bradford bad left bim his foar of the ghost at
first got the be'ter ¢f him, but throwing Limself
upon the {lor be sson furgot them, and full
arleep,

Not lorg afier, while he was still useon-
selons, the mysterious listener agaln entered
the bulldiag, and stepping softly into the room,
ascertaloed sk he was wrapsd In slumber;
he was sa‘isiied, anl u.mtng away, murmured,
“I'oor, benighted Pompay | your ignorant misd
loeaslly played upon by that vitlain, Thank
God you loved yoar mas'er; that is one redeem-
Ing quality.,” And the speaker ascended the
stalrs without arousing the slaye,
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slowly suysloping hla
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‘s outfit,

7 e ldally yewned, &
the other en’ered.
“ A mote from Jalia.”
“ From Julla!” he excleimed, nﬁf-.
fest down upon the floor, and shaking the
from hiseigat. "By Georgs, so it s !
the charming widow, oh 1"
* Exactly ; there, read iL."
The Colonal slowly vafolded it. u-n-clum
the corners of his moath, as Le cencluded its

¢ Yourrelf and your friend the Colonsl. Fo-
Iy Potar! 1 feol flattored,” and he stroked his

“ What answer did you send '

“ That we would be there immediately, so we
had better haston—of coures, you'll go
“Go? Rasalems go? why certalaly 1 will,
Hope I shall sl ways have 50 good a thanee.”
The Colonel arcee, and both provesded to the
oufer room, where they were not long in arrang-
iz g their toilettes, aud in about an hour from the
recoplion of the bille', they were at Cranliffe
Hall,
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